
 BRITANNIA VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCATION MEETING 

April 1, 2014  

MINUTES 

 

Time:  7:00 pm 

Location:  Carole Lumsdon’s house, 161 Bradford Street 

 

Attendees:      

Doug Biers   Carole Lumsdon  Bob Sunday   

Marie Arsenault  Jim Rudkoski   Brewster Kneen  

John Riordan   Jonathan Morris  Moe Charlebois    

Sue Merrill   Matilde Hahn   Inta Zobs 

Iris ten Holder           

 

Discussion  

 

1) Jane’s Walk 

Jane’s Walk will be held Saturday and Sunday May 3
rd

 - 4
th
, 2014. Carole must register the 

Britannia walk by April 10
th

 with Jane’s Walk Ottawa. The date for the Britannia walk would be 

May 3
rd

, and the route would be from Britannia Park through the village to the Britannia Yacht 

Club. Sandy Simpson, who knew Eva Taylor the coauthor of ‘Ottawa’s Britannia’ (1983), will 

be asked if she would like to participate.  Marie will ask local artists if they would like to 

participate in the walk. John Riordan agrees to speak about the village’s architecture on the walk. 

It is agreed that different ‘voices’ speak to the history, natural history, and particular cultural 

aspects of the village. It is noted that May 3
rd

 is also the proposed boat launch date at BYC. 

Britannia Village residents are encouraged to visit the Jane’s walk website for more information 

on Jane’s walks in Ottawa.  

http://www.janeswalkottawa.ca/ 

NOTE: Unfortunately the Britannia Village Jane’s Walk has had to be 

cancelled for this year due to the unavailability of some key participants. They 

wish to try again in 2015. 
 

2) High Water Social 

A firm date for the High Water Social is set for Wednesday May 21
st
, 2014 at the Britannia 

Yacht Club. Sue confirms “The Dead Prophets” are available for that date, and she has also lined 

up a second act through Christian Flores.  Stewart Bain has offered to MC and host the event 

again this year. It is agreed that local businesses and artists be asked to contribute items for the 

raffle. Doug, Marie, and Moe will work on this. Jim and Bob agree to run the raffle table. Jim 

will look after ticket sales, and inform Paul Moore at BYC of the numbers approximately a week 

before the event. 

 

3)  Britannia Park – Ron Kolbus Lakeside Centre 

Councillor Mark Taylor had hosted an open house on February 27, 2014 and presented revised 

plans for the park – specifically for a potential phase one of the project.  Councillor Taylor 

encouraged residents to provide feedback, and to join the working group.   

 

http://www.janeswalkottawa.ca/


Jonathan reports that after having signed up to be in the Working Group, he and others have 

received an email from Mark Taylor’s office stating they have too many participants and have 

been asked not to attend the first session. Jonathan requested that others from BVCA that are 

going to the Working Group ask what criteria were used to limit the number of participants.   

 

Discussion that followed: the proposed phase one of the project seems to be concentrating on 

smaller nominal infrastructure changes, rather than creating a long term vision / plan for the 

park’s future as a first stage of redevelopment. It was also suggested that Councillor Taylor 

appears to be taking a ‘top down approach to public input’.  Carole mentioned that previous 

BVCA letters regarding park issues such as the Emerald Ash Borer and a strategy for tree 

replacement do not seem to have been included in subsequent park plans. 

 

Carole, Matilde, John and Sue will attend the Working Group Meeting to be held Wednesday 

April 2
nd

, and will ask Mr. Taylor to address some of these issues. 

 

Residents and groups interested in this project, or wanting to provide feedback to the City, are 

encouraged to visit - http://www.baywardlive.ca/issues/bay-ward-issues/building-a-new-

recreation-centre-in-bay-ward/    

 

4)  Flood Proofing (Waterfront Infrastructure Project) 

Inta reports that Bruce Reid of the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority has replied to her 

questions. He indicated to Inta that the contract for the berm should be awarded by the end of 

June, with construction to start as early as July. 

 

Britannia Village residents are encouraged to visit the RVCA website 

http://www.rvca.ca/britannia/index.html for information on the project.  

 

5) BVCA Website 

Britannia Village resident Birgit Nielsen has emailed Doug, and asked if the BVCA would like 

to consider having its own website.  

Pros and cons for a website specifically for the BVCA were discussed. It is agreed that the 

BVCA will invite Birgit to the next meeting to further discuss her ideas for a website.   

 

Village residents are reminded that there are currently two websites about our neighbourhood 

and surrounding area. 

 

The Britannia Bulletin: 

https://sites.google.com/site/britanniabulletin/ 

Britannia Peeps: 

http://www.britanniapeeps.com/ 

 

6) Garage Sale 

A date for the annual Garage Sale is set for Saturday May 31st, 2014, with a rain date of Sunday 

June 1
st
.  It is agreed that a flyer will be distributed, and advertisements in EMC and Kitchissippi 

Times. Jim has volunteered to look into advertising. 

 

http://www.baywardlive.ca/issues/bay-ward-issues/building-a-new-recreation-centre-in-bay-ward/
http://www.baywardlive.ca/issues/bay-ward-issues/building-a-new-recreation-centre-in-bay-ward/
http://www.rvca.ca/britannia/index.html
https://sites.google.com/site/britanniabulletin/
http://www.britanniapeeps.com/


7)  Poop & Scoop  

After some complaints regarding owners not picking up after their dogs were brought forward, 

Jonathan will approach the City to see if garbage cans can be strategically placed in the dog walk 

area of Britannia Park to make it easier for dog owners to dispose of their animal’s waste.  

 

In the meantime Britannia Village resident dog owners are again encouraged to be responsible, 

and clean up and take their pet’s waste, especially in the residential area of the village.  

 

8)  Sign  

An engineer stamped drawing of the foundation and structure to hold the sign up is required by 

the City of Ottawa. Girts Sipolins has kindly offered to provide the necessary stamped drawing. 

 

Matilde notes that some thought should be put into the structure holding the sign up, as it must 

be aesthetically pleasing, as well as functional. Matilde suggests that in keeping with the history 

of the village that a wrought iron structure in a style of that used at the turn of the last century be 

used. John Riordan will look for a photograph he has of a ‘Britannia Style’ cottage to be 

incorporated into the sign. Matilde will look into the sign design. 

 

John Phillips from Buzz Art may be asked to prepare the sign.  

http://www.BuzzArt.ca  

 

9) Federation of Citizens Associations 

Matilde and Doug attended the March 19
th

 meeting held at the McKeller Park Fieldhouse. Guest 

speakers from the City of Ottawa planning department spoke to the meeting. 

Alain Miguelez, Program Manager for Zoning, Intensification and Neighbourhoods gave the 

presentation:  

Revision to Infill Guidelines: overview for the City of Ottawa Planning Committee. 

This proposed zoning by-law revision covers infill development in mature neighbourhoods. The 

by-law revision is a reaction to the intrusive nature of some infill developments in mature 

neighbourhoods, and seeks to improve the integration of infill projects to reflect the dominant 

character of the neighbourhood’s street scape. 

 

Matilde notes the current ‘Mature Neighbourhoods Overlay’ currently only covers inner urban 

neighbourhoods, and does not include Britannia Village. 

 

It is agreed that the BVCA should approach Councillor Mark Taylor, and ask to have Britannia 

Village included on this initiative. 

 

Residents who would like to learn more on the proposed infill zoning by-law amendments are 

encouraged to read the following article:   

http://search.ottawa.ca/search?q=Alain+Miguelez&client=ottawa_en&proxystylesheet=ottawa_e

n&lr=lang_en&sort=date%3AD%3AL%3Ad1&entqr=3&entqrm=0&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-

8&ud=1&site=ottawa_en&filter=0&default_text=&btnG=Search 

Click on the Result “THE OSCAR DECEMBER 2013 [PDF]” 

 

Residents wishing to learn more about the FCA http://www.fca-fac.ca/ 

http://www.buzzart.ca/
http://search.ottawa.ca/search?q=Alain+Miguelez&client=ottawa_en&proxystylesheet=ottawa_en&lr=lang_en&sort=date%3AD%3AL%3Ad1&entqr=3&entqrm=0&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&ud=1&site=ottawa_en&filter=0&default_text=&btnG=Search
http://search.ottawa.ca/search?q=Alain+Miguelez&client=ottawa_en&proxystylesheet=ottawa_en&lr=lang_en&sort=date%3AD%3AL%3Ad1&entqr=3&entqrm=0&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&ud=1&site=ottawa_en&filter=0&default_text=&btnG=Search
http://search.ottawa.ca/search?q=Alain+Miguelez&client=ottawa_en&proxystylesheet=ottawa_en&lr=lang_en&sort=date%3AD%3AL%3Ad1&entqr=3&entqrm=0&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&ud=1&site=ottawa_en&filter=0&default_text=&btnG=Search
http://www.fca-fac.ca/


10) Round Table  

 

i) Skating party 

Sue reports that a skating party was held the morning of April 1
st
 to officially end the first 

skating season of the rink located in Britannia Park on Bradford Street. Many children and adults 

showed up for the final skate. The rink was a huge success this past winter. Thank you to all the 

volunteers who made this rink possible.  

 

ii) BYC elevator 

The Britannia Yacht Club plans to install an elevator to allow those who are handicapped to 

access the second floor of the clubhouse. The BVCA was asked to write a letter of support for a 

grant funding application.  Carole has completed a draft and sent it to the BYC commodore.    

 

iii) Cleaning the Capital  

 April 15 to May 15 is Spring Cleaning the Capital campaign. April 25 to 27 is the Capital 

Cleanup Weekend. Residents are encouraged to go to: 

http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/water-and-environment/green-living/cleaning-capital  

 

iv) Carole will be away for the next meeting. Moe will chair the next meeting in her place. 

 

Next meeting: 

 

Next meeting Tuesday May 6
th

, 2014 at 7:00 pm 

Location: BYC    

Note: Bob or Carole will confirm with Paul Moore that the BYC is available.  

http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/water-and-environment/green-living/cleaning-capital

