
 BRITANNIA VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCATION MEETING 

Website http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com 
March 3, 2015  

MINUTES 

Time:  7:00 pm 

Location:  Doug’s house - Kirby Road 

 

Attendees:      

Doug Biers   Carole Lumsdon  Matilde Hahn   

Marie Arsenault  Jim Rudkoski   John Riordan  

Inta Zobs   Jonathan Morris  Birgit Nielsen 

Bob Sunday 

     

 

Discussion  

 

1)  Flood Proofing (Waterfront Infrastructure Project) 

An Ottawa West News article by Emma Jackson titled ‘Conservation authority ups budget to 

cover big projects’ was published February 19, 2015. 

Interested residents can find the article at http://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-

story/5444293-conservation-authority-ups-2015-budget-for-big-projects/ 

Carole will be meeting with Jodi Jennings, special assistant to Councillor Mark Taylor, and will 

ask that Councillor Taylor and the RVCA give the community an update on the status of the 

waterfront infrastructure project. 

 

Britannia Village residents are encouraged to visit the RVCA website 

http://www.rvca.ca/britannia/index.html for information on the project.  

 

2)  Sign  

Carole reports she has talked to Mark Taylor’s assistant Jodi Jennings regarding the required 

bonds associated with the sign. Mark Taylor’s office has agreed to look into waiving the required 

bonding. Jonathan reports that engineer stamped drawings for the foundation and structure to 

hold the sign up are required by the City of Ottawa. Girts Sipolins has kindly offered to provide 

the necessary stamped drawing. Jonathan will check with the City regarding any engineering 

specifications or by-law requirements that the foundation and structure must have. Matilde 

agrees to prepare a sketch that can be given to Girts’ engineers. 

It is agreed that the BVCA should be ready to approach the City this coming spring with the 

documentation required to install the new sign. 

 

3) Federation of Citizens Associations 

John reports he attended the FCA meeting held Wednesday February 11
th
.   

The meeting featured panel discussions dealing with planning and zoning matters.   

Representatives from community groups and the development industry outlined issues with 

current planning proposals, including Infill 1 and Infill 2. 

Residents wishing to learn more about the FCA may do so at http://www.fca-fac.ca/ 

 

http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com/
http://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/5444293-conservation-authority-ups-2015-budget-for-big-projects/
http://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/5444293-conservation-authority-ups-2015-budget-for-big-projects/
http://www.rvca.ca/britannia/index.html
http://www.fca-fac.ca/


4) Mature Neighbourhoods Overlay 

In discussion it is agreed that Britannia Village would like to be included in the zoning by-law 

covered by the ‘Mature Neighbourhoods Overlay’. The current by-law only covers ‘mature 

neighbourhoods’ in the centre of the city. It is noted that population density could be a factor of 

concern for Britannia Village; especially considering the amount of change that may come to the 

community when the new DND facility is occupied, the development of the Lincoln Fields LRT 

station, and building restrictions lessened with the completion of the waterfront infrastructure 

project. It is also noted Britannia Village has a unique character through its demographics, 

including a mix of household incomes, housing types, and population age groups. Carole states 

she will talk to Mark Taylor’s assistant Jodi Jennings regarding the requirements to be included 

in the ‘mature neighbourhoods’ overlay.   

  

5)  Britannia Park – Ron Kolbus Lakeside Centre Working Group 

 Councillor Mark Taylor had hosted an open house on February 27, 2014 and presented revised 

plans for the park – specifically for a potential phase one of the project.  Councillor Taylor 

encouraged residents to provide feedback, and to join the working group he was forming. This 

group last met in the spring of 2014.  

 

Councillor Mark Taylor has now revived the working group, and a working group meeting was 

held February 18
th

 2015. Carole, John, and Matilde attended representing the BVCA. It is the 

intention of Councillor Taylor to have working group meetings on a monthly basis. 

Matilde suggests that the BVCA representatives meet with other groups/individuals on the 

working group committee so as to speak with a unified voice when meeting with Councillor 

Taylor in the future.  

 

Residents and groups interested in this project, or wanting to provide feedback to the City, are 

encouraged to visit - http://www.baywardlive.ca/issues/bay-ward-issues/building-a-new-

recreation-centre-in-bay-ward/    

 

6) OC TRANSPO #16 bus 

At the BVCA AGM, a resident raised a concern of the reliability of the #16 bus which runs into 

Britannia Village, especially in the evening rush hour. Jodi Jennings, Councillor Taylor’s 

assistant, checked with OC Transpo and emailed Carole the following information given to her 

by OC Transpo:  
 “The on-time performance of route 16 for the morning and afternoon rush hour in both directions from 

 January 19th up to February 2nd is consistent with their experience. More specifically, based on our GPS 

 information it appears that the averaged overall on time performance of the bus is considered on-time 

 (within 5 minutes of the scheduled arrival time) 54% of the time in the AM and 52% in the PM, and is late 
 (greater than 5 minutes) 19.5% and 31% of the time, respectively. 

 The on time performance is influenced by many variables including traffic levels, inclement weather and 

 many other factors that directly impact the delivery of our service.  In order to provide specific detail 

 regarding the performance of route 16 as shared by your community remembers is it essential to be 

 provided certain specific information.   I would appreciate if you can express to the community the 

 importance of recording information such as time, date, bus stop or even the bus identification 

 number when they experience similar incidents as it will allow us to further investigate the specific 

 reasons leading to the mentioned delays.” 

Residents are encouraged to go to the OC Transpo website and report if they experience service 

problems. http://www.octranspo1.com/about-octranspo/customer_service 

http://www.baywardlive.ca/issues/bay-ward-issues/building-a-new-recreation-centre-in-bay-ward/
http://www.baywardlive.ca/issues/bay-ward-issues/building-a-new-recreation-centre-in-bay-ward/
http://www.octranspo1.com/about-octranspo/customer_service


 

7) BVCA Website 

At the October 7
th

, 2014 meeting it was agreed that Birgit go ahead with an upgrade to the 

website. Birgit had looked at various premium WordPress themes and recommended purchasing 

one for $69. This would be a onetime payment. The upgrade would provide a clean, modern look 

and allow for customization of colours, fonts, etc., which the current template does not permit.  It 

would also be easier to have news or events placed on the home page. 

Matilde reports that the person she mentioned at the time, who could help with the website 

design, is now unavailable.  

Birgit is looking for ideas and feedback on the website; as well as input in the form of photos, 

text, or other content. If you have something to contribute please contact Birgit through the 

website’s Contact page. 

The BVCA website address is: http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com/ 

 

8) Community Priorities 

 

Carole and Doug will meet with Jodi Jennings, Mark Taylor’s Assistant, on March 5
th

 to discuss 

the BVCA’s top priorities. These will include: 

 i) Flood Proofing (Waterfront Infrastructure Project) – providing a community update,  

 ii) Sign – cutting City red tape so the sign can be erected this year 

 iii) Mature Neighbourhoods Overlay – clarification and direction on the zoning by-law  

 iv) Britannia Park redevelopment 

 

9) Round Table  

 

i) Mud Lake 

Brewster reports by email that Mike Muir of the NCC has replied to his request for maintenance 

and repair of sections of the Mud Lake main trail. The NCC states it will evaluate the situation 

in the spring, and see what can be done this coming maintenance season.  

 

ii) GottaGo! Campaign for a network of public toilets in Ottawa 

The “GottaGo!” campaign aims to create a network of safe, free, clean and environmentally 

responsible public toilets and water fountains that are accessible to persons of all abilities in 

parks, major transit stops and key public places to meet the needs of residents and tourists in 

Canada’s Capital City. Residents interested in this campaign can find more information at 

http://ottawapublictoilets.ca/ 

 

Next meeting: 

Next meeting Tuesday April 7
th

, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Location: Inta’s home  

http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com/
http://ottawapublictoilets.ca/

