
 

 BRITANNIA VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCATION MEETING 

Website http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com 

Facebook “Friends of Britannia Village” 

Email <britanniavillage@gmail.com> 

October 03, 2017 

MINUTES 

 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location:  BYC 

 

Attendees:      
Jonathan Morris   Doug Biers   Matilde Hahn    

Moe Charlebois   Marie Arsenault  Mela Constantinidi 

Roger Guilbault   Brewster Kneen  John Riordan 

Corrie Van Walraven   Susan Wisking  Claudia de Vilmorin 

 

Guest: 

Deborah Briggs 

 

Discussion  

1) Agenda 

Ottawa Public Health Presentation- Status of Alcohol in Ottawa 

Approval of June and September Minutes 

Community Social Cohesion  

Berm and Floodplain status 

Community Built Character 

Village Sign 

Community Communications 

Britannia Book 

Crime 

New Items / Round Table 

Next Meeting 

 

2) Ottawa Public Health Presentation 

Ottawa Public Health nurse Deborah Briggs gave a presentation on the report done by OPH- 

Status of Alcohol in Ottawa. The document is meant to stimulate community discussion of 

alcohol related harms in Ottawa. The full report can be read online at: 

http://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents.ottawa.ca/files/state_of_alcohol_2016_en.pdf 

For further information Deborah Briggs can be reached at Ottawa Public Health: 

613-580-6744 ext26197 Deborah.Briggs@Ottawa.ca 

 

3) Approval of Minutes 
June 6

th
 2017 minutes approved for upload to website.  

September 5
th

 minutes approved for upload to website. 

 

http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com/
http://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents.ottawa.ca/files/state_of_alcohol_2016_en.pdf


4)  Community Social Cohesion 

i) High Water Social 

The High Water Social was held Wednesday, May 31
st
 2017 at the BYC.  

Jim reports by email that there were 120 tickets sold. The combined profit on ticket sales and 

raffle monies totaled $855.00. Of that, half was donated to Pathways $427.50.  

Jonathan notes he will write thank you notes to those merchants and persons who donated to the 

raffle. (2017 06 06-A2) 

 

ii) Community Puddle Rink  
In December 2013 the BVCA gave the required support to enable Andrew Van Iterson to 

approach the City with his proposal for a community puddle rink. It was agreed in April 2015 

that the BVCA would have a standing item on its agenda for issues related to the ongoing 

community participation in the ‘puddle rink’. Jonathan will approach Andrew and ask if there are 

any issues that need to be addressed for the coming season. (2017 10 03-A1) 

 

iii) City of Ottawa Grant  
Jonathan reports that the BVCA has received an application form for a grant of up to $3000 from 

the City of Ottawa to be used for a community event in 2018. The application is due October 

12
th

, 2017. In discussion it is agreed that the grant monies would best be used for the annual 

Salina Street Block Party. (2017 10 03-D1) Corrie agrees to be the BVCA representative to 

Block Party organizer Sue Merrill in applying for the grant. (2017 10 03-A2) It is noted that 

directors or residents with ideas as to how the monies should be spent and willing to commit 

time and effort towards those ideas are needed. 

 

5)  Berm and Floodplain Status 
Jonathan reports Councillor Mark Taylor has again stated that all necessary repairs and final 

construction of the waterfront infrastructure should be completed in October 2017.  

It is noted the process of lifting the floodplain restrictions can begin once the berm is complete. 
Matilde suggests that MPP Bob Chiarelli be recognized for his contribution towards having the 

berm completed. After discussion, a motion that “The BVCA would like to thank MPP Bob 

Chiarelli in a public fashion.” is carried. (2017 10 03-D2) Matilde and Moe will contact Bob 

Chiarelli’s office to ask how this could best be arranged.  (2017 10 03-A3) 

 

6) Community Built Character 

  1- Inclusion in the Mature Neighbourhoods Overlay –Infill 1 (Bob) 

Jonathan reports there are no new developments. The City of Ottawa has placed Britannia 

Village on the list of communities to be included in the new Council process for 2018.  

 

  2- Britannia Park (Matilde) 

It was reported at the June BVCA meeting that Councillor Mark Taylor has asked Matilde to 

take over as chair of the working group and attempt to bring life back into the project to create a 

Park Master Plan. 

At the September BVCA meeting Matilde stated she would write Councillor Mark Taylor and 

ask for clarity on how she will be allowed to engage the community. (2017 09 07-A1)  

Matilde reports that she has not yet contacted Councillor Mark Taylor, and before doing so 

would like to publicly declare that she has a professional and financial interest in the project. 



   3- Lincoln Fields Community Design Plan (Jonathan) 

It was reported in September that John had written a letter to Councillor Mark Taylor and Rio 

Can expressing the direction the BVCA would like the redevelopment to take.  

Jonathan has written a letter to Councillor Mark Taylor, Mayor Jim Watson, and MPP Bob 

Chiarelli highlighting the BVCA’s concerns that the currently proposed location of the transit 

station has no direct link to the Lincoln Fields redevelopment, and should be rethought.  

Jonathan also reports he has written a letter to Councillor Mark Taylor with regards to the 

construction on Richmond Road near Croydon Avenue stating the BVCA’s disappointment that 

no consultation was done. 

 

7) Village Sign 

At the June BVCA meeting a motion was carried that, “The BVCA will meet with Bernhardt 

Signs, and ask if they will suggest a sign design option   incorporating the bilingual wording 

'VILLAGE DE BRITANNIA VILLAGE', that it be similar to the formerly proposed design and 

that it will fall within the $5K budget.” (2017 06 06-D1) 

Jonathan reports that Doug Bernhardt has retired from the sign business, and therefore the June 

decision is null. 

A new sign committee is formed consisting of Susan, Marie, Corrie, and Roger. Roger states he 

may have a contact to a potential sign maker. Jim will also be asked to join the committee.   

 

8) Community Communications  
Jonathan reports that a notification email was sent to Village residents on October 2nd. Items 

mentioned included fall and winter programs at Ron Kolbus Lakeside Centre, and an Urban 

Coyote Information Session hosted by Councillor Mark Taylor. 

It is reported that the Facebook and Website are both active and up to date. 

 

9) 2017 Initiatives 

i) Republish Eva Taylor and James Kennedy’s book ‘Ottawa’s Britannia’ (1983).  

Jonathan reports that a proof copy of ‘Ottawa's Britannia’ has been produced. Unfortunately 

there is an issue (moire effect) with the quality of the photographs. It is hoped the glitch will be 

corrected and the book available by the end of October. There are currently 170 prepaid orders 

on the first printing of 250 copies.  

 

10) Crime  

Moe reports no crime. 

 

11) New Items / Round Table 

i) September 27
th

 Wind Storm 

Moe notes that with many trees in the Village down or damaged due to the storm, there is some 

confusion as to what are private and City responsibilities for cleanup. Jonathan states he will 

contact Councillor Mark Taylor and get clarification on the following: 

a. In what form, size, or shape will the City collect full trees or debris, and when will 

collection happen? 

b. If there is a public hazard from a tree down or damaged on private property, what should 

be done? 



c. Is there a plan to replace trees downed on City property and in Britannia Park? (2017 10 

03-A4) 

ii) Trees 

Brewster notes that there are some old growth trees within the Village. He feels these trees 

should be saved and preserved, and questions who owns these relics. This item will be placed on 

the agenda for the next BVCA meeting. 

 

iii) Bike Path Intersection 

Roger notes shrubbery at the intersection of Britannia, Howe, and the Trans Canada Trail (bike 

path) reduces visibility and should be removed. This item will be placed on the agenda for the 

next BVCA meeting. 

 

iv) Secretary 

Matilde notes that the position of Secretary is open for 2018. Directors and residents should 

consider taking the position. 

 

v) Nepean Fine Arts League 

Marie reports the Nepean Fine Arts League will be having its fall show and sale October 20 to 22 

at the Ukrainian Banquet Hall -1000 Byron Avenue. https://nepeanfinearts.com 

Marie also reports local artist Liz Ciesluk has passed away. 

 

Next meeting: 
Tuesday November 7

th
, 2017 at 7:00 pm  

Roger and Matilde offer their homes if BYC unavailable. 

Location: TBD 

https://nepeanfinearts.com/

