
 BRITANNIA VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCATION MEETING 

Website http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com 

Facebook “Friends of Britannia Village” 

Email <britanniavillage@gmail.com> 

November 08, 2017 

MINUTES 

 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location:  BYC 

 

Attendees:      
Jonathan Morris   Doug Biers   Matilde Hahn    

Moe Charlebois   Marie Arsenault  Mela Constantinidi 

Birgit Nielsen    Christine Brock  Jim Rudkoski 

Corrie Van Walraven   Susan Wisking  Monica Lega 

Carole Lumsdon   Peter Duncan 

 

Discussion  

1) Agenda 

Approval of October Minutes 

Community Social Cohesion  

Berm and Floodplain status 

Community Built Character 

Village Sign 

Community Communications 

Britannia Book 

Crime 

New Items / Round Table 

Next Meeting 

 

2) Approval of Minutes 
October 3

rd
 minutes approved for upload to website. 

 

3)  Community Social Cohesion 

i) Community Puddle Rink  
Jonathan reports he has approached Andrew and asked if there are any issues that need to be 

addressed for the coming season. Andrew replied there are no issues at this time. 

 

ii) City of Ottawa Grant  
Jonathan reported at the October BVCA meeting that the BVCA had received an application 

form for a grant of up to $3000 from the City of Ottawa to be used for a community event in 

2018. The application was due October 12
th

, 2017. In discussion it was agreed that the grant 

monies would best be used for the annual Salina Street Block Party. (2017 10 03-D1) Corrie 

agreed to be the BVCA representative to Block Party organizer Sue Merrill in applying for the 

grant. Upon approaching Sue Merrill, however, Corrie reports that Sue was not interested in 

applying for the grant, as it would just add more burdens to organising the block party. 

http://bvcaottawa.wordpress.com/


In discussion it is noted that Sue Merrill needs help organizing the street party. It is also noted 

that the BVCA should provide volunteers, and encourage residents of the village in general to 

volunteer and help put on this annual event. 

 

4)  Berm and Floodplain Status 
Jonathan reports that all necessary repairs and final construction of the waterfront infrastructure 

are now underway and near completion. Final landscaping will be completed in the spring of 

2018. 

The process of lifting the floodplain restrictions can begin once the berm is complete. 
In discussion it is noted that it is desirable that the building restrictions be lifted before the levy is 

set in place. Jonathan will email Councillor Mark Taylor to this effect. (2017 11 08-A1) 

 

5) Community Built Character 

  1- Inclusion in the Mature Neighbourhoods Overlay –Infill 1 (Bob) 

Jonathan reports there are no new developments, although as the City of Ottawa has placed 

Britannia Village on the list of communities to be included in the new Council process for 2018, 

he will now start to monitor this file more closely.   

 

  2- Britannia Park (Matilde) 

Matilde reports she spoke with MPP Bob Chiarelli and his assistant Raj Hundal in September. 

They mentioned that there may be federal infrastructure funding that would qualify to assist the 

project.  

Ontario will receive 407 to 408 million dollars of funding for Recreation, Culture and 

Communities. The proportion of funding between the federal, provincial and municipal 

governments is 40, 33, and 27% respectively.  The municipality has to choose which projects it 

wants to feature, write a business plan, and apply to the province.  The province then decides 

which projects it wishes to sponsor.  The province presents prioritized projects to the federal 

government.  The federal government will evaluate the outcome of the proposed projects in 

terms of creating jobs, diversity, inclusiveness, equity, healthy communities, and other like 

criteria; and will chose the projects that best meet these outcomes. 

Matilde reports she spoke to Chike Agbasi and Alexandra Howell, Special Assistants to Federal 

Minister of Infrastructure and Communities on November 7
th

, regarding the suitability of the 

Britannia Park Revitalization project. 

Matilde has asked for another meeting with MPP Bob Chiarelli to discuss strategy and provincial 

requirements. She has also asked for a meeting with Councillor Mark Taylor to define the role of 

community lead, governance and transparency, and group membership. 

Jonathan will alert other community associations neighbouring Britannia Park that the working 

group to create a Park Master Plan is being revitalized. (2017 11 08-A2) 

 

   3- Lincoln Fields Community Design Plan (Jonathan) 

Jonathan reports that a letter was sent to Stuart Craig VP of Development for RioCan from John 

on October 23.  

Within the letter the following points were highlighted; the BVCA would like to see: 

1. A pedestrian and transit friendly Richmond Road 

2. Develop the property in a way that encourages non-vehicular flow into and through it. 



3. Design in a fashion that encourages activity and interaction. 

4. Consider the needs of current users. 

 

Jonathan also reports that Mark Taylor states RioCan’s current plans for LF: 

 RioCan have a "no interruption" lease with Metro, meaning they have to build new space 

for them before they can kick them out of the old space. 

 RioCan plan to build a new standalone Metro near the southwest corner of the 

lot.  RioCan are trying to purchase the little corner parcel from the chiropractor 

 To accommodate some of the existing tenants upstairs, RioCan plan on building a strip 

mall along the south side, towards the eastern portion. 

 Once those two buildings are in place, they will tear down the old mall and level the 

property 

 RioCan have no plans yet for the middle or north ends 

 RioCan feel businesses are not interested in space along Richmond, as traffic is 

concentrated on the Carling side. 

 

In discussion it is pointed out that the location of the proposed LRT is considered a transit hub, 

and not a community station. RioCan’s development of Lincoln Fields is standalone, and not 

integrated with the LRT. It is noted that coordination between the different stakeholders is not 

incentivised. It is noted that communities must highlight the density problems and economic 

arguments to City officials. 

Jonathan will network with other community associations that neighbour Lincoln Fields, and 

setup a meeting to see if collectively something can be done. (2017 11 08-A3) 

Jonathan notes he will bring this to the attention of Mayor Jim Watson at the upcoming Mayor’s 

Breakfast. (2017 11 08-A4) 

  

6) Village Sign 

A new sign committee was formed at the October BVCA meeting consisting of Susan, Marie, 

Corrie, and Roger. No news. 

 

7) Community Communications  
No news. 

 

8) 2017 Initiatives 

i) Republish Eva Taylor and James Kennedy’s book ‘Ottawa’s Britannia’ (1983).  

Jonathan reports that the book has now been printed. There were extra costs involved in finally 

getting the book to print, but the project is still in the black financially. The contribution of Inta 

Zobs is noted.  

A book launch party will be held a Jonathan’s home on November 9
th

.  

It is reported that Caroline is making arrangements for an interview with CBC. 

Clea at the Britannia Coffeehouse has agreed to sell and take new orders for the book from her 

establishment. Birgit will post this to the website. (2017 11 08-A5) 

The question of how to distribute the remaining orders of books that are not picked up at the 

book launch party is raised. In discussion it is agreed that it is better to have people come to a 

central distribution point, rather than drop off the books at individuals homes. 



Jonathan notes that he would like another director to take on the task of storing and distributing 

the remaining books. Matilde agrees to be interim coordinator, and will ask Brewster if he would 

like to take on this task. (2017 11 08-A6) 

 

9) Crime  

Moe reports no crime. 

 

10) New Items / Round Table 

i) Trees in Trust 

As part of the 2017 initiatives Jim has looked into the City of Ottawa’s Trees in Trust program. 

Individual property owners can contact the city, and the city will assess the property to determine 

if it is eligible for a tree. In consultation with Roger, Jim still feels that door knocking is the best 

way to notify potential property owners of the program, and that they can apply directly online.  

Birgit will post the link on the website.  (2017 11 08-A7) 

 

ii) Storm Drainage 

Christine reports that the City has improved storm drainage on Kehoe and Maud. 

 

iii) Off the Wall 

Marie reports the ‘Off the Wall’ exhibition of artwork will be held November 17
th

, 18
th

, and 19
th

 

at the Stafford Studios -35 Stafford Road in Bells Corners. Information has been posted on the 

Friends of Britannia Village Facebook page. 

 

iv) Recognition  
It was decided at the October BVCA meeting that MPP Bob Chiarelli be recognized for his 

contribution towards having the berm completed. (2017 10 03-D2) Moe will contact Bob 

Chiarelli’s office to ask how this could best be arranged.  (2017 10 03-A3) 

 

Next meeting: 
Tuesday December 5

th
, 2017 at 7:00 pm  

Location: Jim’s home 


